


El titulo viene de |la palabra latina merx, que
significa mercancia, y al mismo tiempo alude
a Mercurio, el dios romano de los mensajes vy
la comunicacion. En la mitologia, Mercurio
era el mensajero que transportaba
informacion y bienes de un lugar a otro, y
hoy en dia esa funcidn la cumple, de algun
modo, la caja de cartén que lleva productos
hasta nuestras casas. Me interesaba esa
conexion porque revela como hemos
naturalizado el uso de recursos sin pensar
en su origen. El cartdon proviene de los
arboles, pero cuando llega convertido en
embalaje ya estamos completamente
desconectados de esa fuente. Quise traer
de nuevo a la superficie esa historia
invisible y hacer visible el vinculo entre un
material industrial y el recurso vivo del que
procede.

Juanita Escobar

The title comes from the Latin word merx,
meaning merchandise, and at the same time
it alludes to Mercury, the Roman god of
messages and communication. In mythology,
Mercury was the messenger who carried
information and goods from one place to
another, and today that role is, in a way,
fulfilled by the cardboard boxes that bring
products into our homes. | was interested in
that connection because it reveals how we
have normalized the use of natural
resources without thinking about their
origin. Cardboard comes from trees, yet by
the time it arrives as packaging we are
completely disconnected from its source. |
wanted to bring that invisible story back to
the surface and make visible the link
between an industrial material and the living
resource from which it comes.

Juanita Escobar
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DukeArts

Presents

Miler Lagos:
The Merx Tree

Opening Reception

Rubenstein Arts Center Gallery

This site-specific installation by Colombian artist
and engineer Miler Lagos is made of cardboard

boxes collected on Duke’s campus, stacked and

carved to resemble the base of a Ceiba tree.
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